
 WCM-99

Potato Leafhopper Update for 
field crops in WI
Bryan Jensen, UW Extension and IPM Program

Alfalfa

Surprising, at least to me, potato leafhopper (PLH) 
populations have been relatively high in alfalfa this 
summer despite frequent and heavy rains. Typically, PLH 
populations peak during periods of hot dry weather. Go 
figure. Your next question might be “How long will they 
stick around”?  It is difficult to predict with any hint of 
accuracy.  Typically, you see PLH numbers “slow down” by 
mid-August.  Some years I have seen populations crash 
in mid-July.  Other years they are still causing economic 
damage after Labor Day. My best answer to the question 
may seem a little simplistic but is the best answer I have. 
Continue to scout until you are absolutely certain popu-
lations are tapering off.

Soybeans

I have noticed several PLH nymphs on soybeans while 
spot-checking for soybean aphids.  This is not uncom-
mon and they can, under extreme circumstances, be-
come an economic pest in soybean.  While you might 
find references indicating leaf hairs may deter PLH 
feeding they may still become established.  PLH damage 
to soybean can look a little like K deficiency which can be 
described as marginal chlorosis appearing initially on the 
lower leaves.  However, unlike K deficiency symptoms, 
PLH injury may be noticed on all areas of the plant.  Fur-
thermore, puckering/crinkling of leaves is often associat-
ed with advanced PLH feeding.

At this time of the growing season, PLH scouting is best 
accomplished using an insect sweep net.  Consider treat-
ing if you have a field average of approximately 6 leaf-
hoppers/sweep.  Before treating I would consider doing 
a whole plant inspection and look for nymphs which will 
indicate an established population.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36GxwsXhLGg
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Plant/Sample Type, Disease/Disorder, Pathogen, County

Field Crops

Soybean, Bacterial Blight, Pseudomonas savastanoi pv. 
glycinea, Rock

Soybean, Fusarium Root Rot, Fusarium sp., Dodge, Out-
agamie

Soybean, Stem Canker, Diaporthe phaseolorum, Dodge, 
Outagamie

Soybean, Brown Spot, Septoria glycines, Rock

Wheat, Scab/Fusarium Head Blight, Fusarium graminear-
um, Columbia

Wheat, Weathering, None, Columbia

Fruit Crops

Apple, Blister Spot, Pseudomonas syringae pv.  papulans, 
Winona (MN)

Apple, Cedar-Apple Rust, Gymnosporangium juniperi-vir-
ginianae, Sauk

Apricot, Bacterial Canker, Pseudomonas syringae, Mil-
waukee

Blueberry, Botrytis Blight, Botrytis sp., Washburn

Blueberry, Fusicoccum Canker, Fusicoccum sp., Washburn

Blueberry, Root Rot, Pythium sp., Washburn

Cherry, Cherry Leaf Spot, Blumeriella jaapii, Milwaukee

Rhubarb, Root/Crown Rot, Pythium sp., Rock

Strawberry, Root/Crown Rot, Pythium sp., Fusarium sp., 
Bayfield, Wood

Vegetable Crops

Asparagus, Root/Crown Rot, Fusarium sp., Pythium sp., 
Rhizoctonia sp. , Jackson

Cucumber, Pseudomonas Fruit Rot, Pseudomonas sp., 
Dane

Garlic, Fusarium Basal Plate Rot, Fusarium oxysporum, 
Grant

Pepper, Syringae Leaf Spot, Pseudomonas syringae pv. 
syringae, Rock

Potato, Black Leg, Dickeya dianthicola, Portage

Squash (Butternut), Angular Leaf Spot, Pseudomonas 
syringae pv. lachrymans, Rock

Arlington Agricultural Research Station Registration @ 8 
am

Tours depart from the Public Events Facility at 8:30 am, 
10:30 am, & 1:45 pm

See flyer attached at end of newsletter.

Wisconsin Pest Bulletin 8/4/2017
Krista Hamilton, Entomologist — Bureau of Plant Industry/
Division of Agricultural Resource Management, Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

Volume 62 Issue No. 14 of the Wisconsin Pest Bulletin is 
now available at:

Read or download PDF

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E

LOOKING AHEAD:  Annual corn rootworm beetle survey 
now underway

FORAGES & GRAINS:  Potato leafhopper counts be-
low-threshold in alfalfa

CORN:  A surge in western bean cutworm recorded from 
July 27-Aug 2

SOYBEANS:  Soybean leafminer beetle collected in La 
Crosse County soybean field

FRUITS:  First report of brown marmorated stink bug 
nymph in raspberries

VEGETABLES:  Squash bugs problems increasing in home 
gardens

NURSERY & FOREST:  Assorted reports from this week’s 
nursery inspections

DEGREE DAYS: Degree day accumulations through Au-
gust 2, 2017

UW/UWEX Plant Disease 
Diagnostic Clinic (PDDC) 
Update, July 28
Brian Hudelson, Sue Lueloff, John Lake And Ann Joy

The PDDC receives samples of many plant and soil sam-
ples from around the state. The following diseases/disor-
ders have been identified at the PDDC from July 22, 2017 
through July 28, 2017.

https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Brown_Spot.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Fusarium_Head_Blight.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Bacterial_Canker.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Root_Rots_in_the_Garden.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Root_Rots_in_the_Garden.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Root_Rots_in_the_Garden.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Root_Rots_in_the_Garden.pdf
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=32&articleid=2732&issueid=288
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=6&issueid=288
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=4&issueid=288
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=5&issueid=288
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=37&issueid=288
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=38&issueid=288
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=43&articleid=2376&issueid=288
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=36&issueid=288
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Squash (Unspecified), Root/Crown Rot, Pythium sp., 
Fusarium sp., Dane

Tomato, Bacterial Canker, Clavibacter michiganensis 
subsp. michiganensis, Walworth

Tomato, Late Blight, Phytophthora infestans, Waukesha

Tomato, Septoria Leaf Spot, Septoria lycopersici, Green 
Lake

For additional information on plant diseases and their 
control, visit the PDDC website at pddc.wisc.edu.

Follow the clinic on Facebook and Twitter @UWPDDC. 

Wisconsin Fruit News-August 4, 
2017

This morning feels like fall here in Madison, and we’re 
beginning to think about apple and grape harvest and 
ripeness assessments. However, there’s a lot more than 
just that to read about in the newsletter this week:

https://fruit.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/
sites/36/2017/08/Wisconsin-Fruit-News-vol2-issue9.pdf

Biological control Part II: Our favorite natural enemies

Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic update

Insect Diagnostic Lab update

Blueberry maggot

Nematode diseases of berry crops

Cranberry degree-day map and update

Canopy management practices to improve grape quali-
ties

Wine and table grape developmental stages

Preharvest bitter pit prediction in Honeycrisp apples

Apple maturity index report

Follow us 

         

https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Root_Rots_in_the_Garden.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Late_Blight.pdf
https://pddc.wisc.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/39/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/Septoria_Leaf_Spot.pdf
https://fruit.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2017/08/Wisconsin-Fruit-News-vol2-issue9.pdf
https://fruit.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2017/08/Wisconsin-Fruit-News-vol2-issue9.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/uwnpm/
https://twitter.com/wiscropman/lists/wisag



